ISC TRAVEL LEAGUE OF EASTERN CANADA

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Cambridge, ON

Sunday, January 4, 2009
In Attendance:

David Bakker, President

Colin Smith, Treasurer

Al Doran, Director

Peter Kluszczynski, UIC

Larry Withnell, Palermo


Pat Graham, Jarvis

Fred McKeen, Jarvis

Bill Horne, St. Thomas

Bill Simpson, Owen Sound

Michael Kelly, Wyevale


Mark Lambie, Wyevale

Guests:


Jamie Simpson, ISC Player Representative


Tim Whitlaw, Umpires

Doug Cundall, Umpires

Joe Todd, ISC Commissioner


Rick Boyd, Bridgeport

Sam Forbes, Bridgeport


Jim McKinnon, Port Elgin


Murray Maas, Port Elgin

Regrets:


Sue Sherry, Stats


Blair Setford, ISC VP and League Vice President

Larry Lynch, Kitchener
The AGM was called to order by the League President, David Bakker with a welcome to all those in attendance. 

2008 AGM Minutes
Pat Graham moved that the minutes from the 2008 AGM be approved and this was 2nd by Bill Simpson. Passed.
2009 AGM Agenda

Jamie Simpson moved to accept the Agenda and was 2nd by Pat Graham.
President’s Report

David Bakker thanked the executive members for their support in 2008.
David moved that his report be accepted as read. 2nd by Jamie Simpson. Passed.

Financial Report - Treasurer

Colin Smith submitted a financial report and made a motion that it be accepted. 2nd by Mike Kelly of Wyevale. Passed. There was a question on bonds and Colin will clarify in the future reports showing a separate line item. Colin explained how the “dividends” work.
Stats Report

Sue Sherry was not available today however informed Colin to state that she was not very pleased with the quality of reports received from some teams in 2008. She has not decided as yet to manage the stats for 2009.

Umpire in Chief (UIC) Report

Peter Kluszczynski submitted a written report to all those in attendance. He noted in 2008 that there were some cancelled games without adequate lead time given to the umpires. He stressed that 2009 will be a very busy season and requested that all league games and tournaments be well scheduled in advance and that any changes, cancellations, etc. be communicated to him as soon as possible. There was a discussion on the new rule in effect on bats that will come into effect for the 2009 season. Peter explained that the ISC is going with the ISF rule while the alternative is the ASA rule. Peter noted that the penalties for an illegal bat are as follows:
ASA – bat and player are out of the game.

ISF – bat and resulting play is out of the game but the player stays in the game.
There will be a rate change for 2009 of $5.00 per game per umpire. Peter will have a follow up discussion with Port Elgin and Owen Sound re compensation or mileage rate for their home games – prior to the February meeting.


Peter made a motion that his report be accepted. 2nd by Larry Withnell of Palermo, passed.  

Director’s Report – Al Doran – (Media and Marketing)

Al had no report to file however reminded all the teams that the League web site is at: 
http://www.alsfastball.com/index.php?page=81
The page has league contacts which will be updated in February to reflect the 2009 executive and teams.
Vice President’s Report

Blair Setford sent his regrets and David Bakker distributed a report from Blair with an update on what is happening within the ISC this year and for the next couple of years.
Players Representative Report by Jamie Simpson

Jamie noted that there may not be any reclassifications this year between ISC and ISC II as a freeze was under consideration. Blair clarified that while the Executive Committee discussed a freeze on reclassification, it was not enacted and appeals will be accepted provided the new process is followed.

Jamie noted that he communicates on a regular basis with other player representatives and as a group suggestions are passed to the Executive Committee through Ken Hackmeister.


SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2009
David Bakker proposed the following slate of officers

Executive:

President – David Bakker
Vice-President – Blair Setford
Treasurer – Colin Smith
Secretary – Sue Sherry
Statistician – Sue Sherry
Director – Al Doran

Past President – Colin Smith
Director – team representative TBA

Director – team representative TBA

Director – team representative TBA

Director – team representative TBA

Appointments:
Umpire in Chief – Peter Kluszczynski
Statistician – Sue Sherry (to be confirmed)
· In the event that Sue does not accept the appointment, Pat Graham has offered to act as League Statistician for 2009 and Al Doran as Secretary.
David Bakker and 2nd by Bill Simpson moved the slate of officers and the appointments for acceptance. Passed. Directors from teams to be announced at the next meeting. 
Teams for 2009
David Bakker polled the teams and the following teams committed to be in the League in 2009: 

RETURNING TEAMS:

Owen Sound Juniors
Owen Sound Volkswagens
Palermo 


Palermo Athletics
Kitchener


Kitchener Rivershark Twins
Jarvis



Jarvis Gamblers
Wyevale


Wyevale Tribe
St. Thomas


St. Thomas Evergreens
NEW TEAMS:

Owen Sound Senior Team

Owen Sound Selects

Port Elgin



Port Elgin Blue Devils
Bridgeport



Bridgeport Braves
The current teams voted to accept the two new teams ready to commit today into the league. Bridgeport will make their decision by the February meeting. Final acceptance will be dependent upon all teams agreeing to a mutually agreeable schedule at the February meeting. Motion by Al Doran, 2nd by Larry Withnell. Passed.
Owen Sound Selects and Port Elgin Blue Devils accepted the invitation to participate in the 2009 League.

Schedule for 2009
The League Schedule will be determined at the February 22rd meeting. At that meeting, the teams will meet with each other to determine when and where each team will play each other. Each team must make a commitment at that time to play the required number of games vs. the other teams.
There is potential for one or more weekend tournaments to be held during the season where league teams will play each other and where there is a possibility teams will play exhibition games against non-league teams at those tournaments. 
A number of options were discussed with the league preferring to play a balanced schedule. One option discussed was communicated by David Bakker on behalf of Blair Setford that basically consisted of two divisions of 4 teams with Kitchener floating. North Division would include: Owen Sound (two teams), Port Elgin, and Wyevale. The South Davison would include Palermo, Jarvis, St. Thomas and Bridgeport. Teams would play home and home games against the teams in their division (double headers) and a double header against each team in the other division – so 4 games vs. each team in their own division and two games vs. each team in the other division. ISC II teams would be encouraged to play their games vs. other ISC II teams as early as possible in order to have all ISC II vs. ISC II games completed by the end of June (with a possible extension to July 5 but no later). This option and others, including counting tournament games vs. other league teams as league games (as per 2008). Kitchener may be suggesting some weekend games as they did last year as well.
Teams will consider options and come to the February 22nd meeting prepared to work out a schedule with the other teams.

Rosters

A discussion on rosters was held with particular emphasis on ISC II teams. Traditionally, ISC teams have been limited to identifying their rosters in advance and using those players through league play and into the ISC World Tournament with a limited number of “try out” cards for call ups when shorthanded. ISC teams have always been encouraged to affiliate with a junior team and use junior players to fill in when necessary. ISC II teams have had more latitude however have not been able to use an ISC carded player at any time. ISC II teams have more flexibility in using other ISC II level players but the league would encourage a team not to use a player from another ISC II team.
Regional Qualifiers for 2009
There will not be a specific Regional Qualifier in 2009 however there will be a number of tournaments that the ISC has designated Regional Qualifiers for our region. These tournaments are documented on the ISC web site:
http://www.iscfastpitch.com/
Berths are noted on the web site as well.
 
Budget for 2009
Colin Smith distributed a proposed budget for 2009.  The cost will be $450.00 per team in 2009. Colin will submit a final budget at the February meeting. Teams are asked to bring their cheque books to the February meeting.
League Playoffs for 2009
David Bakker noted that a location is required to host the League playoffs. This normal weekend for this would be 24-26. Teams expressed interest and Colin Smith is to draw up an outline of what is required to host the tournament. Bids will be considered at the February meeting. 
Insurance

There was a discussion about insurance for league teams. David Bakker and others from the league have a meeting coming up with the OASA to discuss insurance and other related matters. This meeting should take place before the February 22 meeting. There will be a further discussion on insurance at the February 22 meeting.
Next League Meeting

The next League meeting will be on Sunday, February 22, 2009 at the Conestoga Hotel in Kitchener, in the basement.  9:00am
All new teams are asked to bring their cheque books for the February 22 meeting to pay their bond fund. All teams are asked to bring a cheque to cover the 2009 registration at the February 22 meeting.
Adjournment.
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