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Blue Records
International Rules Interpreter_ISF Director of Umpires

ASA Umpire-in-Chief George Dickstein from New York, New York, USA was named the first International Rules Interpreter in 1955 and
served until his death in September 1971. Upon George’s death, Bernard Iassogna from Stratford, Connecticut, USA served as International
Rules Interpreter up until 1973. ASA Umpire-in-Chief Tom Mason from Newark, Delaware, USA then served as the International Rules
Interpreter up until 1981. In 1981 Merle O. Butler from Edmond, Oklahoma, USA was named the first ASA full-time National Director of
Umpires and served simultaneously as the first ISF Director of Umpires until his death in January 2008. Since Merle’s death Robert (Bob)
Stanton from Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada has served as the ISF/WBSC Director of Umpires before retiring in 2022.

Dickstein Iassogna Mason Butler Stanton

World Championship Umpiring Photographic Records

In 2011 the ISF Umpires Commission commenced this legacy project to collect available photographic records to add to its’ then World
Championship/Olympic/World Games umpire records. Available umpire crew photographs have been sourced mainly from private
collections. Umpires present at the time were identified as best as memory has allowed, and those missing from these photographs, but in
attendance, are recorded. Where crew photos are not available crew montages have been created. Previous progress issues of these
collections were made by the ISF in 2013 and again by the WBSC Umpires Commission in early 2022.

We would like to thank the many past and present World Championship; Olympic and World Games umpires for sharing their treasured
memories, and those families and National Federations that have also contributed.

This first Global issue of “Blue Records” includes all the records we have been able to source to date and is issued in four separate
volumes.

 Volume One - Women’s World Championships/World Cups
 Volume Two – Men’s World Championships/World Cups
 Volume Three – Olympics and World Games
 Volume Four – Junior World Championships/World Cups



Jnr Men’s/Women’s World Championships/World Cups

Summary: Championship Game Umpire Appointments [* unconfirmed]Summary: Tournament records 
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xxBrebdeDoddleMinT.WangPalmerT.BurnsChinavUSAUSAJnr Women1987

xxxxHollettR.SanchezKatayamaK.MorrisonCanadavNew ZealandCanadaJnr Men1989

xxxxvan der PloegSucklingA.McAuliffeG.HowardUSAvJapanAustraliaJnr Women1991

xxxxJ.McAuliffeSucklingFontWalshNew ZealandvCanadaNew ZealandJnr Men1993

xxSaundersDiburKutzK.CulpittLaudaniStaubleJapanvUSAUSAJnr Women1995

xxxxG.WhiteBaldermanHazelPetersonNew ZealandvAustraliaCanadaJnr Men1997

xxxxPracharChaoJ.RodriguezWhippleUSAvJapanTaiwanJnr Women1999

xxxxEdwardsMakarskiBowersVan OsJapanvAustraliaAustraliaJnr Men2001

xxxxOgierDengMacEwanHunterUSAvJapanChinaJnr Women2003

xxxxSkjervenMcGowanDavisGoughJapanvAustraliaCanadaJnr Men2005

xxxxAtkinsonVeldkampShelpovTamakiJapanvUSANetherlandsJnr Women2007

xxFordAriyamaNalepaMmakolaL.BrownPholCanadavAustraliaCanadaJnr Men2008

CeuppensxHamamotoMunsookRibalkin--ZanonKahlerGaudreauStraussJapanvUSASouth AfricaJnr Women2011

xxBroomhallJ.EnglandFindlayNacerodienPorteousPoulinJapanvArgentinaArgentinaJnr Men2012

xxxxOrtizJeonA.HouisonSoenmezUSAvJapanCanadaJnr Women2013

ShepherdxGieskensLissMatabogeTaitRichterMcLarenNew ZealandvArgentinaCanadaJnr Men2014

xxxxR.HouisonCoxKaiarunaChaparroJapanvUSAUSAJnr Women2015

XAronxxBarrowLautenschlagerGerriorNorrisNew ZealandvJapanUSAJnr Men2016
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Prins-
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ZidekMcLarenJapanvUSAUSAJnr Women2017

xxxxHoraFargeyBurwellSeldenJapanvAustraliaCanadaJnr Men2018

ReusxxxChengBodnarchukOttermanMcCaskillJapanvUSAUSAJnr Women2019

LinxxxLohnertDrummPorteousGaudreauAustraliavJapanNew ZealandU18 Men2020

xChapaRuizHamamotoSantoyaHiltonArteagaSilverioChinese TaipeivUSAPeruU18 Women2021

xxxxReusHelmerLopezDeuJapanvAustraliaArgentinaU23 Men2023



I Jr. Men’s/Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada - 1981
Back row (L to R): Bev Graham (CAN), Wayne King (CAN), Andre Prinz (NED), Stan Hay (CAN), Gerry Howard (CAN). 

Middle row (L to R): UIC: Ed Bitz (CAN), Robert Smith (CAN), Walter ”Butch” Ryan (CAN), Vivienne Triplett (AUS),  Ass’t UIC: Rex Brown (USA). 
Front Row (L to R): Akria Hayashi (JPN), Michael Preece (BER), Emanuel Marte Setro (VEN), John Haider (CAN), Oscar Romero (ARG).



II Jr. Men’s/Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Fargo, North Dakota, USA - 1985
Back row (L to R): L.R.Timms (Liaison), Ko Van de Wateringen (NED), John Eagar (NZL), Ed Bitz (CAN), Kenzi Daikoku (JPN), Ron Ballantyne (USA),

Lyle Joe McWilliams (USA), UIC: Merle Butler (USA), Ass’t UIC: Bev Graham (CAN).
Front row (L to R): Jack Sauder (USA), Michael Palmer (AUS), Edward Storr (BAH), Sadao Higashimura (JPN), George Rayment (CAN), Tsuneo Suzuki (JPN),

Muo Cheng (TPE), Watewell Rigby (BAH), Kevin Morrison (USA), 



III Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Oklahoma City, OK, USA - 1987
Back row (L to R): UIC: Merle Butler USA), Jerry Hanson (USA), Michael Palmer (AUS), Bob Savoie (USA), Tony Burns (CAN), Emily Alexander (USA), 

Clarence Hammond (USA),  Asst. UIC: Horace Bruff (USA), Cheryl Simmons (USA),
Front row (L to R): Tommy Wang (TPE), Michael Dodde (ITA), Kathy Strahm (USA), Bert  Brebde (NED), Veronica O’Neill (NZL), 

Abe Harutoshi (JPN), Kazuya Katayama (JPN). Absent: Jun-Kee Min (KOR)  



III Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship, Prince Edward Island, Canada - 1989
Back row: Ass’t UIC: Gerry Howard (CAN), Wayne Brown (CAN), Jose Perez (MEX), Kevin Morrison (USA),

Ron Sanchez (USA),  Paul Bryan (CAN), Wayne Matheson (CAN), UIC: Merle Butler (USA)
Front row: Ed Reimer (CAN), Nick Ianiero (CAN), Muo Cheng  (TPE), David Hollett (CAN),  Wayne Arthurs (NZL), Kazuya Katayama (JPN). 



IV Jr Women’s World Fastpitch Championship Adelaide, Australia - 1991
Back row (L to R): Ass’t UIC:  Margo Koskelainen (AUS), John McAuliffe (AUS), Sonny Pompilii Jr. (USA), Pieter van der Ploeg (NED), Andrew Rindfleish (AUS), 

Jun-Kee Min (KOR), Steve Suckling (AUS), Alfonso Olivieri (ITA), Gerry Howard (CAN), Alan McAuliffe (AUS), UIC: Merle Butler (USA).
Front row (L to R): Ken Culpitt (AUS), Billy Monk (USA), Daphne Tesoriero (NZL), Toula Connolly (AUS), Patricia Bichel (AUS), 

Masahide Yoshida (JPN), Hsu-Chi Nan (TPE), Shao Nian (CHN).



IV Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship, Auckland, New Zealand - 1993
Back row: Ray Samuel (NZL), Wayne Saunders (NZL), Steve Suckling (AUS), Segismundo Font (ARG), Ed Isaac  (NZL),

Bob Henning (CAN), John McAuliffe (AUS), Tony Walsh (USA),  David Ratu (NZL). 
Front row: Bob Bargiacchi (NZL), Ass’t UIC: Charlie Phillips (NZL), UIC: Merle Butler  (USA), Liaison: Keith Dare (NZL) ), Kenzo Kato (JPN).



V Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Normal, Il, USA – 1995
Back row (L to R): Ass’t UIC: Gerry Howard  (CAN), Cheryl Klug (USA), Hank Koritkoski (USA), Craig Cress (USA), UIC: Merle Butler (USA). 

Middle row (L to R): Michael Bessner (USA), Kazuya Katayama (JPN), Oscar Dibur (ARG), Jun-Kee Min (KOR), Wayne Saunders (NZL), Ken Culpitt (AUS), 
Giuseppe Laudani (ITA), Bonnie Anderson (USA ), Charles Kurtz (CAN), Cliff Stauble (CAN).

Front row (L to R): Bob Daniels (Liaison), Chen “Jimmy” Kuo-Hua (TPE), Lola  Wheeler (USA), Marlies  Struyve (NED), 
Magdalena Palumbarit (PHL), Roger Styles (Liaison)



V Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship, St John, Newfoundland, Canada - 1997
Back row: Ass’t UIC: Wayne Brown (CAN), Paul Carr (CAN), Paul Bryan (CAN), Matt Gowty (AUS), Keith Hazel (CAN), Billy Peterson (USA), 

Pavel Vychodsky (CZE), George White (USA), Joel Balderman (CAN), Doug Hadley (CAN), UIC: Merle Butler  (USA), 
Front row: Wayne MacNeil (CAN), Michihiro Komori (JPN), Mark Herrick (NZL), Serge LaFlamme (CAN), John Baldwin (CAN), Luis Oropeza (VEN),

Jose Martinez (MEX), Jorge Brugorello (ARG).



VI Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Taipei, Taiwan – 1999
Back row (L to R): Ken Culpitt (AUS), Michihira Komori (JPN), Jeff Whipple (CAN), Bin-Shun Chen (TPE), James Williams (USA), Julio–Barinas Rodriguez (VEN),

Pavel Prachar (CZE), Hans Troelsen (CAN), Hung-Yeuh “George” Yang (TPE),  Giuseppe Laudani (ITA), 
Fang-Ping “Bryan” Chao (TPE), Tsung-Ho “Michael” Chen (TPE), Walter Diaz (ARG). 

Front row (L to R): Jun-Kee  Min (KOR), Yu-Feng “Tim” Hsiao (TPE), Liu–Tian Jin Juan (CHN), Carolien Loggen (NED), Ass’t UIC: Margo Koskelainen (AUS), 
UIC: Gerry Howard  (CAN), Ass’t UIC:  Mou-Cheng (TPE), Sandra Adams (NZL), Lesley Steedman (AUS), Debbie  

Lauderback (USA), Kuo-Hua “Jimmy”  Chen (TPE).



VI Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship, Sydney, Australia - 2001
Back row: Matt Gowty (AUS), John McAuliffe (AUS), Pavel Vychodsky (CZE), Damien McCauley (AUS), Andrew Rindfleish (AUS), Lindsay Edwards (NZL),

Segismundo Font (ARG), Billy Makarski (USA), Ken Culpitt (AUS).
Front row: Michihiro Komori (JPN), Luau Bowers (USA), Debbie Grove (AUS), UIC: Margo Koskelainen, Ass’t UIC: Bill Smith (NZL),  

Lesley Steedman (AUS), Lance Type (NZL), Brian Van Os (CAN).



VII Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Nanjing, China – 2003
Back row (L to R): Jian Zhang (CHN), Miroslav Dolejs (CZE), Nicola Ogier (NZL), John MacEwen (CAN), Jia Leiming (CHN), Bernadette Murphy (USA), 

Peter Vonk (NED), Kelly Hunter (CAN), Jun-chuan Nong  (CHN), UIC: Merle Butler (USA).
Front row (L to R): Yang Yi (CHN), Wen-Ming Lin (TPE), Xiao Juan Deng (CHN), Lisha Xing (CHN), Yutthana Namngern (THA), Miyuki Hirotani (JPN), 

Debbie Grove (AUS), Judy Cole (USA), Haruhi Goto (JPN).  Absent: Ass’t. UIC: Tommy Wang (TPE)



VII Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship -Whitehorse, Canada - 2005
Back row: UIC: Merle Butler (USA), Jan Hora (CZE), Leigh Evans (AUS), Mark Gough (CAN), Joe Massaro (USA), Gary Skjerven (CAN),

Lou Davis (CAN), Ass’t UIC: Henry Pollard (USA) 
Front row: Lyle McGowan (CAN), Mark McFarlane (NZL), Minoru Oshino (JPN), Keith Cook (USA), Oscar Dibur (ARG).



VIII Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Enschede, Netherlands – 2007
Standing (L to R): Ass’t UIC : Bob Stanton  (CAN), Andrea Marcon (ITA), Mary Sharp (USA), Noreen Atkinson (CAN), Oleg Shelpov (RUS), Debbie Grove (AUS), 

Shigeo Kamata (JPN), Linda Hoover (USA), Rob Veldkamp (NED), Joyce Bellini (CAN), Niema Mobascheri (GER), Al Jia (CHN), Pan Chin Ming (TPEi), 
Sue Itzstein (AUS), Peter Vonk (NED), Liu Juan (CHN,  UIC: Merle Butler (USA)

Kneeling (L to R): Thabo Dikgale (RSA), Julio Rodriguez (VEN), Jose A Chaparro Santiago (PUR), Javier Penarroya (ARG), Bo-Frederick Haga (SWI), 
Wiremu “Wu” Tamaki (NZL).



VIII Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship - Whitehorse, Canada - 2008
Back row: Darren Sibraa (AUS), UIC: Bob Stanton (CAN), Jose (Gabby), Hernandez  Flores (PUR), Jose Mendez Rangel (VEN), Brian McRae (CAN),

Ashley Mmakola (RSA), Grant Hood (CAN), Lance Brown (NZL), Edward Ford (BAH), Mitch Zuk (CAN), Tomislav Ozimec (CRO), 
Greg Pohl (USA), Ass’t UIC: Julie Johnson (USA) 

Front row: Cerefino Espinoza (MEX), Scott Rindfleish (AUS), Reinaldo Lanzavecchia (ARG), Glen Nalepa (NZL), Lloyd Poirier (CAN), 
Trostoslav (Rusty) Vedlich (CZE), Mitsutake Ariyama (JPN). 



IX Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Capetown, South Africa – 2011
Back row (L to R): David Shedlock (NZL), Shao Chun Huang (TPE), Raoul Machalet (GER), Michal Zidek (CZE), Zhemin Zhang (CHN), Alexander Kaverin (RUS), 

Thabo Dikgale (RSA), Garby Hernandez (PUR), Ashley Mmakola (RSA), Walter Diaz (ARG), Shigeo Kamata (JPN), Abel Mataboge (BOT).
Front row (L to R): Patricia Hamamoto (BRA),Yvonne Kahler (AUS), Rita Ceuppens (BEL),Genevieve Gautreau (CAN), Christie Cornwell (USA), 

Ass’t UIC: Vincent Maoeng (RSA), UIC: Robert Stanton (CAN), Maria Theresa Mejia (COL), Jeon Munsook (KOR), 
Helen Strauss (AUS), Tonya Ribalkin-Zanon (CAN), Ali Jai (CHN).



IX Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship - Parana, Argentina - 2012
Back row: Mark Porteous (NZL), Kyo Masuda (JAP), Aaron Poulin (CAN), Eric Hawthorne (USA), Mauro Fiorini (ITA), George Findlay (CAN),

Jaime Barbosa (BRA), Jose Rodriguez Rodriguez (NCA), Jeremy England (NZL), Kevin Broomhall (AUS), Daniel Ibaceta (ARG),
Front row: Javier Pennarroya (ARG), Noore Nacerodien (RSA), Walter Diaz (ARG), Vladimir Liss (CZE), Ass't UIC: Reinaldo Lanzavecchia (ARG), 

UIC: Bob Stanton (CAN), Art Balsar (CRO), Cefirino Espinoza Ramirez (MEX), Jose Rangel Mendez (VEN), Abel Mataboge (BOT), 



X Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Brampton, Canada – 2013
Back row (L to R): Ass’t UIC: Marlies Struyvé (NED), Amanda Houison (AUS), Doug Webster (CAN), Eric Minton (USA) Kevin Haun (USA), 

Robert Milosavljevic (CRO), Edwin Cruz (PUR), Jesus Miguel Moreno Hernandez (MEX), Brent Chadwick (CAN), Bo Yeon Jo (KOR), 
UIC: Robert Stanton (CAN), Ass’t UIC: Brian Van Os (CAN). 

Front row (L to R): Cindi Arnold (USA), Josephine Lim Lee IM (SGP), Diane Kendall (USA), Kyoko Fukuda (JPN), 
Patricia Ogata Hamamoto (BRA), Riki Tourangi (NZL), Michal Zidek (CZE), Zhemin Zhang (CHN), Galip Soenmez (GER),

Edwin Ortiz (PUR), Munsook Jeon (KOR), Joyce Schroeder (CAN), Susan Strafford (CAN), Phil Waller (AUS).



X Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship -Whitehorse, Canada - 2014
Back row: David Hardage (USA), Terry Richter (CAN), Vladimir Liss (CZE), Casey Waite (USA), Scot McLaren (CAN), Thomas Lohnert (GER), 

Bob Gieskens (NED), Abel Chapa Benavides (MEX), Jason Carter (AUS).
Front row: Gavin Shepherd (NZL), Larry Tait (CAN), Abel Mataboge (BOT), Ass't UIC: Julie Johnson (USA), UIC: Bob Stanton (CAN),

Ass't UIC: Jeff Whipple (CAN), Daryl Helmer (CAN), Motochi Ueda (JPN)



XI Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Oklahoma, USA – 2015
Back row (L to R): Tim Ellis (USA), Ron Houison (AUS), Zdenek Zidek (CZE), Clinton Harvey (CAN), Mariana Atanasova (BGR), 

Tony Kaiaruna (NZL), Jose Chaparro (PUR)
Middle row (L to R): Geri Magwire (USA), Katrina Kershaw (USA), Lee Folsom (USA), Sabrina Frabrizi (ITA), Raul Salazar (MEX), Kyira Cox (AUS), 

Lan Le (CHN), Ian Brown (CAN), Reinaldo Mora (PUR).
Front row (L to R): Patricia Ogata Hamamoto (BRA), Laura Head (USA), Haruhi Goto (JPN). Tara Harris (NZL), Beate Utzig (AUT), Bridget Cameron (GBR),  

Munsook Jeon (KOR), Susan Sawyer (USA).
Absent: UIC: Robert Stanton (CAN), Ass’t UIC: Christina Drumm (USA), Ass’t UIC: Kevin Ryan (USA). 



XI Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship -Midland, Michigan, USA - 2016
Back row: Ass’t UIC: Kevin Ryan (USA), Darren Gerrior (CAN), Jerry Norris (USA), Kevin Wallace (USA), Tony Kaiaruna (NZL), 

Jiri Dostal (CZE), Richard Barrow (AUS), Sean Wells (USA), James Connors (USA), UIC: Bob Stanton (CAN).
Front row: Ass’t UIC : Vincent Maoeng (RSA), Toyomatsu Tabinuki (JPN), David Fortin (NZL), Luis Ocasio (PUR), Abel Chapa (MEX),

Brian Aron (ISR), Abel Mataboge (BOT),  Mike Morrissey (CAN), Florian Lautenschilarger (GER).





XII Jr. Men’s World Fastpitch Championship – Prince Albert, Canada - 2018
Back row: Frank Fargey (CAN), Kgatla Kgomo (RSA), Mike Burwell (USA), Dave Selden (USA), Mike Semchuk (CAN), 

Kenji Nakashima (JPN), Rosli Bin Ismail (MAS). 
Middle row: UIC: Bob Stanton (CAN), Ass’t UIC: Carolien Stadhouder (NED).

Front row: Abel Chapa (MEX), Jan Hora (CZE), Trevor Topping (CAN), Harvey Clinton (CAN), Trevor Murphy (AUS).



XIII Jr. Women’s World Fastpitch Championship, Irvine California, USA – 2019
Left to right: Ass’t UIC: Carolien Stadhouders (NED), Natasha Restrepo (COL), Mark Korras (USA), Jorge Afuso (BRA), Ayaka Kato (JPN), Erin Peterson (USA),

Leslie Anderson (USA), Agustina Urdaniz (ARG), Jessie Smith (AUS), Marni Bodnarchuk (CAN), John Baca (USA), Florian Lautenschlaeger (GER), 
Abel Chapa (MEX), Patrick Reus (NED), Jana McCaskill (GBR), Sipho Mothobuka (RSA), Sara Dielen (BEL), Dave Fortin (NZL), Tao Cheng (CHN),

Ed Otterman (CAN), Sarah Eve Jacob (CAN), UIC: Bob Stanton (CAN). 



U18 Men’s Softball World Cup – Palmerston North, New Zealand - 2020
Back row: Andrew McManus (NZL), Thomas Lohnert (GER), Christina Drumm (USA), Riki Thompson (NZL), Jose Chaparro (PUR), 

Yu Sung Lin (TPE), Mariana Prins-Atanasova (NED). 
Front row: Genevieve Gaudreau (CAN), Ayaka Sasajima (JPN), Miki Yabe (JPN), Frankie Billingsley (CAN), Mitsunori Kusamoto (JPN), 

William Lopez (PUR), Kyira Cox (AUS), Mark Porteous (NZL).
Absent: Umpire Director: Bob Stanton (CAN), Ass’t Umpire Director: Wiremu Tamaki (NZL).



U18 Women’s Softball World Cup – Lima, Peru – 2021
Back Row (L to R): Pablo Acosta (ARG), Abel Chapa (MEX), Orelvis Silverio (DOM), Renzo Ruiz (MEX), Naomi Erdahl (USA). 

Front Row (L to R): Patricia Hamamoto (BRA), Miguel Santoya (COL), Diana Welch (USA), Juan F Arteaga (COL), Megan Hylton (GER), 
Kim Johnson (USA), Gabriela Jimenez (ARG).  Seated: Umpire Director: Santos Vasquez (PUR).



U23 Men’s Softball World Cup – Parana, Argentina – 2023
Back Row (L to R): Pablo Acosta (ARG), Nicolas Deu (ARG), Manuel Tovar (VEN), Glenn Brown (USA), Patrick Reus (NED), 

Abel Chapa (MEX), Orelvis Silverio (DOM), Ysidro Almonte (DOM).
Front Row (L to R): Edwin Ortiz (PUR), Daryl Helmer (CAN), Ass’t Umpire Director: Reinaldo Lanzavecchia (ARG), Gabriela Jimenez (ARG), 

Umpire Director: Vincent Maoeng (RSA), William Lopez (PUR), Todderick Davis (USA). 


